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HomeCare & Hospice
Nursing Home
Program

The prospect of facing advanced ill-
ness can overwhelm patients and
their families. A myriad of questions
arise. Who will help us? How can |
cope without my
loved one? Will
we get the care
we need? Fac-
ing one’s own
death or the
death of a family
member is difficult. Our hospice
staff understand the special issues
associated with terminal iliness.

Working together with the nursing
home team, we provide compas-
sionate care for patients and their
families coping with terminal illness.

We strive to enable patients to
remain comfortable in a familiar
and supportive environment.
Through pain relief and symptom
control, patients and their families
can make the most of every day.

We hope, by allowing nursing home
residents to face terminal iliness
with dignity, patients and their
families are better prepared for

the challenges that lie ahead.

The Hospice Team

Often times, patients in health care
programs face a singular approach.
Programs focusing solely on the
patient’s physical status fail to address
other important issues. The Hospice
team understands that patients and
their families face multiple concerns.
Psychological, social and spiritual
dimensions of care provide greater
support for everyone involved.

Social Workers meet with patients and
their families to assist with the emotional
stress of illness and care giving. They
answer questions about medical bills,
advance directives and community
organizations, and help in understanding
and completing forms.

Spiritual caregivers meet with patients
and families upon request to provide
spiritual and emotional support.

Bereavement counselors follow up with
families for up to 13 months to help with
the grief process. Families may attend
group meetings where they can explore
their grief in a safe and caring

S~ environment.

Volunteers visit with
patients, perform
limited personal care,
and provide relief for
family members. A
volunteer can be an
essential asset as a

listener and a special
, S| friend.

Clinical Services

Our interdisciplinary team of
skilled health care professionals
provides a multi-faceted approach
to hospice care. Physicians,
nurses, social workers, spiritual
caregivers, volunteers and
bereavement specialists work
together to address a wide array
of patient and family needs.

Residents continue under the
care of the nursing home
physician. Hospice physicians
offer additional expertise in
symptom management.

Registered Nurses
Provide Special
Hospice Care

A registered nurse is available
24 hours a day to take your call.
Nurses -

e Assistin the patient’s plan
of care and track disease
progression

e Answer questions and offer
essential emotional support

e Assess patients and consult
with physicians

e Provide premier pain and
symptom control



